
Reading Week and World Book Day 2019 

 

From Monday 4th to Friday 8th March we celebrated Reading Week. An event that was enjoyed by many students 

across the school. 

Every year, Devizes School LRC (Learning Resource Centre) hosts an event called Reading Week to celebrate World 

Book Day. It is a great opportunity for students to engage in activities that will encourage and inspire them to get 

reading. 

 

Reading is a fundamental part of education and can seriously affect choices in later life. People who read are more 

likely to achieve better results in exams, meaning they have a wider variety of jobs and opportunities to choose 

from. 

 On Monday, students got creative and made bookmarks in the LRC during lunch break. On Tuesday students were 

able to take part in a quiz all about reading and books. The topics were set on Roald Dahl, animals, and general 

knowledge.  

Wednesday brought more crafts and bookmark making plus a visit from Author Kathryn Evans. Kathryn's book ' 

Beauty Sleep' proved very popular with Year 7 and 8 students who queued patiently to get their copies signed. 

Kathryn spent the rest of the day doing workshops with students in Years 7,8 and 9 which were enjoyed by all. 

World Book day is celebrated across the globe and many people exchanged book tokens for a World Book Day short 

story. In an interview, David Walliams revealed that approximately 25% of children have never owned a book until 

they receive their free book. This shows how World Book Day can even change young people’s lives.  

On Thursday, World Book Day, staff had the opportunity to dress up as their favourite book characters. Each Faculty 

had a topic to cover! At lunch time, lots of people engaged in the big read. After this, students were rewarded with a 

tasty slice of cake. The cake, baked by Mrs Lee was enjoyed by all who came along. A reward for great reading! 

 So, you might be wondering why? Why bother with reading week at all?  Well, when asked about the importance of 

reading, our librarians said that reading week helps to encourage young people to read more. The activities, as well 

as being fun, stimulate the desire to read and learn. It has been proven that the more somebody reads, the better 

they will do for themselves in life. 

  

 



 

 

Business Studies Lecture – Dr Tracy Long CBE 

On Friday 8th March the Technology, Enterprise & Design Faculty welcomed Dr Tracy Long, CBE to our school for a 

Business Studies Lecture.  Tracy talked with over fifty 6th Form students about aspirations and principles for success. 

 

Dr Tracy Long, CBE, DBA,MBA, Hon ARAM has had extensive experience across PLC, mutual, privately owned and 

public sector organisations in the UK, the US, Europe and Asia, and has conducted over 200 board evaluations and 

workshops. 

She is an Advisory Director and member of the Nominations Committee of Carnegie Hall, a Trustee of the Windsor 

Leadership Trust, and a Council Member and member of the Nominations Committee of Marlborough College. She 

was awarded the CBE in 2016 for services to governance in the public and private sectors.  She was also a founding 

director of Avalon Productions and Classic FM. Previous board roles have included Central European Media 

Enterprises, eleven media joint ventures (as a director of BSkyB Ventures, and including the National Geographic, 

History, Paramount, Nickelodeon and QVC television channels), Botts & Co. Private Equity, the Van Tulleken 

Company, Lowland Investment Company plc., the London Symphony Orchestra, The King’s Consort (chairman), the 

Noel Gay Organisation, the development board of the Royal Academy of Music, and the Royal Society of British 

Sculptors (treasurer). 

Head of Faculty and Business Studies Rachel Edwards said, "I am very excited that Speakers for schools has chosen 

Devizes School to host such a great speaker. I am very much looking forward to seeing the impact on students’ 

awareness of their opportunities and how their aspirations can be raised by a motivational role model such as Dr 

Long" 

We thank Tracy for taking the time to visit us today, her experience and advice is invaluable and is something that 

our students can take with them when embarking on their future careers. 

A great role model for the ladies in our 6th Form group as it was also International Women’s Day! 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

50th Anniversary Reunion 12th October 2019 

Please get in touch if you are an ex member of staff or a student of yesteryear! We would love to see you at our 

event on October 12th. If you are interested, have a story to tell or if you are an ex member of staff, please get in 

touch with Karen Sims.  

Email: ksims@devizes.wilts.sch.uk or ring: 01380 724886 Ext 243 

If you can spare half an hour or the whole day we need you to make the day special! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Photos for Armed Forces Day in June 

Our brilliant student cadets did us proud in February by helping promote 'Armed Forces Day' which takes place in 

June. Our cadets take part in various local activities and represent the school at events such as Remembrance in 

November. 

Their photograph will be used and displayed at the Armed Forces Day events in Salisbury between 28th and 30th 

June. 

mailto:ksims@devizes.wilts.sch.uk


 

 

 

Sophie’s Trip to Bangladesh with ICS 

 

Congratulations to Year 13, Devizes 6th Form student Sophie, who has become one of the youngest people to pass 

the final round of ICS interviews in London at just 18 years old. As a result, she has won an 11 week placement in 

Bangladesh helping to develop and make a change in the community. Sophie will need to raise around £800 for the 

charity before she leaves and will be organising events in and out of school to achieve this. 

 

 



Head of Devizes 6th Form Clare Dale says: "We are over the moon for Sophie; how fabulous that ICS have recognised 

her many talents and given her the opportunity to make a real difference at ground level in Bangladesh. She is 

undoubtedly one of the most socially conscious young people I have had the pleasure of working with and entirely 

suited to the role she has been awarded. The world is crying out for more young people with the integrity and 

courage to get out there and make a difference and as always, Sophie is leading by example at the head of the pack. 

I have nothing but admiration for her and am quite sure she is headed for big things in the world of International 

Development and Humanitarian Justice". 

Sophie told us of her excitement to have been offered a place: “I am really looking forward to what I hope will be an 

amazing experience and can’t wait to immerse myself in a completely new environment.” 

International Citizen Service (ICS) provides overseas volunteer placements for 18-25 year olds and Team Leader 

placements for 23-35 year olds. A UK government funded development programme that brings together young 

people to fight poverty and make a difference in overseas and UK communities. Placements are 10-12 weeks in 

length. 

UK volunteers work side-by-side with local volunteers in developing countries, staying with host families in the local 

community. ICS isn't a holiday. It's demanding but hugely rewarding. It's a great opportunity for personal 

development, a stepping stone to future careers and a chance to make your world a better place. 

Sophie will leave in June and return in September. If you would like to donate to Sophie’s fundraising page go to: 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sophie-davis-birch 

 

 

Primary Science Festival for Science Week 

 

 

 

This year Science Week was again celebrated at Devizes School. 

Wednesday was marked by a Primary Science Festival, where over 200 students from some of the local primary 

schools (Bishops Cannings, Southbroom St James, Chirton, Trinity, Wansdyke, Rowde, Nursteed and Downland 

School) came and spent either a morning or afternoon session with the Science Faculty. Each school took part in four 

practical sessions all on the theme of plastics. The aim of the day was to increase student awareness of the impact of 

plastics in the water (fresh and marine) in and around the UK and globally. Students enjoyed the opportunity to use 

Bunsen burners to separate sand, water and salt from sea water. They learnt about feeding issues and how plastics 

can be eaten mistakenly by feeding animals and the impact on food chains. 

https://www.justgiving.com/fundraising/sophie-davis-birch


In addition our brilliant 6th form Science students were on hand to help out where needed. Everyone thoroughly 

enjoyed themselves and each school left with a much better understanding of the effect of plastics on our 

environment. 

Science teacher Ben Riley who organised the event says, ‘a fantastic science day on the not so fantastic plastic! We 

had over 200 primary school students from eight feeder schools all involved with these activities with amazing help 

and enthusiasm from the science staff and Year 12 students from our 6th Form. A brilliant day of investigations and 

practicals into the damaging and worrying consequences we have surrounding the issues of plastics in our oceans. 

This is not just an issue for some countries and some people, it’s a global issue and we can all do something about it. 

Students from the primary schools had done work in their respective schools and had lots to go away and continue 

back in class’ 

We are already looking forward to Science Week next year! 

 

Odd Socks for World Down’s Syndrome Day 

 

On Thursday 21st March we had a brilliant day supporting Wiltshire Police with 'World Down's Syndrome Day'. The 

police team presented an assembly during  the morning to students in Years 7, 8 and 9.  

Over the last few weeks a group of students have sold 'odd socks' to students and staff in aid of the charity during 

their break, tutor and lunchtimes. A huge well done to Daisy, Beth and Tasha in Year 8 who worked really hard in 

every spare bit of time they had to achieve this. All three were given a Wiltshire Police goody bag during assembly as 

a reward for their hard work. 

In total we have raised £368 for the Swindon Down’s Syndrome Group which beats last year’s amount of £300. 

A great cause and an inspiring assembly. 

Lots more photos on our twitter page @DevizesSchool 

For more information on the charity click here. 

 

 

https://twitter.com/
https://www.wiltshire.police.uk/article/1800/Cops-in-socks-at-Devizes-School-for-World-Down-s-Syndrome-Day#.WrF3mFz3Kg8.twitter

