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PNB/GMW 
 
22nd July 2019 
 
 
 
Dear Parents 
 
2018-19 has been hugely successful in so many respects and we are looking forward to the next academic 
year.  We now have increased student and staff numbers, financial stability, improving standards of 
achievement and behaviour, and not least a successful Ofsted.  Achieving a fifth successive ‘Good judgement’ 
from Ofsted was great news for our school community, however I didn’t join the school just to be rated as 
good.  I came here with a view to us being not only the best school in the White Horse Federation Multi 
Academy Trust (WHF), but the best school in Wiltshire.  Our students and community deserve it.  
 
For September we are fully staffed with specialist teachers in all subjects and key staff in all support roles.  
Because of our growing reputation and the support of the WHF, recruitment of staff has been very strong.  
We are very excited about the staff that are joining us and the new ideas and experience that they will bring.  
I strongly believe that the contribution from new staff, combined with the fantastic staff already here, means 
we are at a tipping point where we can create a culture of even higher standards and expectations.  I have 
complete faith that this can be achieved by supporting and growing people based around our school values 
‘Courage, resilience and pride in the spirit of kindness, cheerfulness and trust’.   
 
The WHF is significant for us.  Being part of a highly successful MAT with a strong regional and national 
reputation continues to provide security and a launch pad for us at Devizes to accelerate the best practice in 
our school.  This year we have seen significant student progress in all year groups; our expectations are higher 
and we have raised the bar because we know how well students have responded.  In September, we will 
continue to place a high priority on standards of literacy (reading and writing) and extend this focus to 
increasing students’ oracy and vocabulary.  It is also important that we continue to get the basics right.  Please 
make sure that your child returns to school in the correct uniform and with the right equipment. 
 
We are financially viable for September and our future has been secured.  The school is almost 
oversubscribed!  We have 216 new Y7 students joining us in September.  Feedback from existing parents has 
been overwhelmingly positive and we are listening to what you say.  The Sixth Form continues to grow at 
pace and our first year of collaborating with Lavington School has been an exciting success.  We anticipate a 
Sixth Form of over 200 students in September and this means that we can offer a wider range of subjects and 
provide even greater opportunities. 
 
For the new academic year, we have increased the number of pastoral support staff.  We are looking to 
become a lead school in dealing with positive action regarding young people’s mental health and building 
resilience in our students - more details to follow.  We will continue to provide the full range of opportunities 
in school that make Devizes such a vibrant school with a rich extra-curricular offer. There is a school wide 
focus on leadership and growth mindset for students and all staff.  Already students are showing their 
leadership qualities through our newly formed Climate Action Group who have grand plans for the new 
academic year.  
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Leadership opportunities will also a key part of the newly re-vamped House System in September.  The 
students have been looking at updating the House System all year and there has been an assembly each term 
on their progress.  The student parliament has decided to update the House names and the way we use the 
system to build better communities.  Currently Y7 and the 6th Form are arranged in single House Tutor 
Groups which has improved the way they work together.  We understand the huge benefit of having a more 
active and vibrant house system, so this model is being rolled out in September to the whole school.  Our 
new Assistant Principal Mr Anderson will be leading on this.  
 
Every tutor group in every year group will be allocated to one of the new houses so that the students in each 
tutor group are in the same house.  This will make house competitions and events so much easier to run and 
access.  The current tutor groups were carefully put together on transition from Y6, relationships have been 
established between the students and this balance needs to be preserved so students will not be moving 
tutor groups.  Most students will therefore have to change house colours.  They are keen to do this and from 
a practical point of view it is relatively easy because they just need to change the colour of their tie.  On Friday 
19th July, tutors collected in all the ties which needed changing and students have been offered the chance 
to recycle/swap their ties if they wish from Monday 22nd July.  If a parent or student prefers to keep their 
current tie and purchase a new one for September, or if a student wishes to exchange ties with a friend, then 
both options are also open to them.  However, we understand that PE kit is more expensive, and this does 
not need to change.  The house colours on the PE kit are deliberately small and not significant enough for 
you to change your son or daughter’s kit.  
 
As you can see, we have very high expectations and exciting plans for September and beyond.  We have been 
so impressed by the progress and growing resilience of students this year and wish to build on this success.  
The future for Devizes School is very bright indeed; thank you for being such a key part of that and for 
supporting the school and giving your son or daughter the best possible chances. I also want to thank the 
students for making Devizes School the great place that it is.  Their energy and vitality bring this school to life 
and they too have earnt themselves a great summer. 
 
Whatever your preference, I wish you all an exciting or restful summer holiday.  I very much look forward to 
seeing the students back for the new academic year.  A reminder that the start of term for Y7 and Y12 is 
Wednesday 4th September, for students in years 8-11 and Y13 the start is Thursday 5th September. 
 
Yours sincerely 

 
 
 
 
 

 
Phil Bevan 
Principal 


