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20th July 2021 
 
 
 

 
Dear Parents/Carers 
 
This has been an academic year like no other, and as it draws to a close I want to thank you all for the huge 
amount of support we have received.  Each and every one of us have faced unprecedented challenges.  We 
have pulled together as a community and we should all be very proud of what we have collectively 
accomplished.  We could not have managed it without the support of all our parents and carers. 
 

A huge amount has been achieved this year; the end of year celebration video shows all those who have 
been recognised for demonstrating our school values (see the VLE for details) and we’ve collated some hi-
lights in our most recent newsletter for you all.  Please click the link below to see more: 
 

https://www.devizesschool.co.uk/downloads/devizesSchool/End-of-term-newsletter-July-2021-1.pdf 
 
As well as celebrating over 600 students receiving certificates and prizes in our end of year awards event 
this year, we look forward to the next academic and it is our intention to return to a more normal school 
experience.  To keep you up to date, there are some important Key Messages below for your information: 
 
KEY MESSAGE 1: Asymptomatic Covid Testing 
 

From the 3rd September 2021, we will be delivering the testing programme as required under government 
guidance.  In order to keep the school as COVID secure as possible, students who have given consent will 
receive 2 tests on site in our school testing centre from trained and NHS certified testing staff.  The first of 
these will be completed on the dates outlined in the table below.  The second test will take place a few 
days later when students have returned to school.  After the first test, providing that the student tests are 
negative and they have no COVID symptoms, they will return to lessons in school.  For those who have not 
given consent, students will return to normal lessons on the date specified below. 
 

Students will return to school as follows: 
 

Year group Covid testing 
(20-minute appointment and then depart) 

Return to lessons at school 
(full day in school) 

7 Friday 3rd September Monday 6th September 

8 Wednesday 8th September Thursday 9th September 

9 Wednesday 8th September Thursday 9th September 

10 Tuesday 7th September Wednesday 8th September 

11 Tuesday 7th September Wednesday 8th September 

12 Friday 3rd September Monday 6th September 

13 Monday 6th September Tuesday 7th September 
 

Provided consent forms have been completed and sent to us, parents are asked to bring their child(ren) in 
to school for a 20-minute testing appointment and then take their child(ren) home on the day of testing 
outlined above.  If you have previously given consent, you do not need to redo the form.  However, if you 
no longer wish to give this consent, you must email: office@devizes.wilts.sch.uk stating the name and year 
group of the child who not longer has your consent, at least 2 working days before the first test date. 
Students do not need to be in school uniform and can make their own way to or from school if this is more 
convenient, provided they return straight home after their test is complete and this is monitored by 
parents.  Students should not gather in groups prior to or after their test.   
  

http://www.thewhitehorsefederation.org.uk/
mailto:office@devizes.wilts.sch.uk


 
 
On this day, students will not be able to use school transport to and from school as they will not be able to 
stay in school after their test or arrive before their test is due so alternative transport will be needed. 
 

More details will follow in a year specific letter which will give you the exact timings of the testing day and 
where students should be dropped off and collected. 
  
KEY MESSAGE 2: Attendance 
 

School attendance will be mandatory for all pupils from their date of return in the table above.  The usual 
rules on school attendance apply, including: 

• Parents’ duty to secure their child’s regular attendance at school. 
• The ability to issue sanctions, including fixed penalty notices in line with local authorities’ codes of 

conduct. 
  

If you feel that your child may require additional support with the return to school please contact your 
child’s tutor or pastoral team in the first instance. 
 
KEY MESSAGE 3: Uniform & Equipment 
 

Like many other aspects of school life, Covid-19 restrictions had temporarily altered our approach towards 
school uniform in the 2020-21 academic year, but we wanted to ensure that our expectations were crystal 
clear for our students when they return in September.  Expectations are very high at Devizes School, and 
this is reflected in our students’ appearance, as well as in their attitudes.  Our uniform forms a vital part of 
school identity, and we expect every student to be dressed correctly, at all times, according to the list 
provided below. 
  

Likewise, we also expect our students to come equipped ready to learn.  Each student should bring the 
following equipment to school with them: 
  

• Blue/black pens to write with (more than one) 

• A green pen for feedback sessions 

• A pencil 

• An eraser 

• A highlighter 

• A ruler 
(the above items contained in a pencil case) 

• A scientific calculator 

• All relevant exercise books for the day, depending on their timetable 
  

From September, all students will have their uniform and equipment checked by their P1 teacher in our 
“Smart Start” to the day.  Any student who is not ready to learn will have the matter resolved there and 
then, before they start their day.  This could involve loaning an item, or contacting yourself to arrange its 
delivery to the school.  If a student does not arrive ready to learn on 3+ occasions in a week- without good 
reason- they will be issued a 60-minute pastoral after-school detention. 
 
Uniform standards list: 
 

• Blazers to be worn to school and around school. Staff will allow students to take blazers off in 
lessons 

• Devizes School jumpers are available but not compulsory.  If worn, they should be black with the 
school logo.  They must be worn under the blazer at all times and are not to be worn instead of a 
blazer.  Please note that no jumpers are to be worn in Term 6. 

• Ties should cover the top button and worn at a reasonable length. 
• A formal, plain white shirt / blouse, short or long sleeved.  Ties must be able to be worn with them. 
• Girls may wear a skirt or trousers.  Skirts should be worn professionally, covering 2/3 of the upper 

leg.  There is a compulsory black school skirt style ‘Charleston’, available from Scholars in Devizes. 
No other type of skirt is permitted. 

• Boys’ and girls’ trousers should be black and tailored.  No hipsters or low-rise.  Jeans combat 
trousers, and shorts are not permitted.  No leggings.  Belts must be plain black and fit through the 
loops on the trousers. 

  



 
 

• Shoes should be plain, black, ‘polishable’, and low-heeled.  No trainer-type shoes, branded or 
otherwise, canvas shoes, sling backs, ballet-style pumps, canvas-style daps, or boots of any nature. 
The same footwear must not be worn around school and for PE. 

• Socks — Girls: Plain black or navy tights or socks, white ankle socks in the summer.  Boys: Plain 
black or navy socks, not the same ones to be worn around school and in PE. 

• Outdoor Coats: A plain jacket or coat is required.  Denim, camouflage, leather, or imitation leather 
jackets are not permitted.  Once in a lesson, coats must be removed.  Scarves can only be worn 
with a coat.  Hoodies or other sweatshirts and cardigans are not acceptable. 

• Hats and baseball caps are not to be worn 
• Tattoos: Tattoos of any kind are not allowed at school.  This includes temporary 'henna' tattoos. 
• Nail varnish or lengthy nails, acrylic or natural, are banned.  Nails should not extend beyond finger 

ends.  Excessive makeup is unsuitable for school and is not permitted. 
• Hair should be a natural and uniform colour and not worn in a style which has the effect of drawing 

attention to the student.  Simple hair accessories in school colours only. 
• Headscarves worn for religious or medical reasons should be plain black. 
• Jewellery: Students who have their ears pierced may wear one small plain stud or sleeper in each 

ear.  No rings or studs are permitted in any other part of the body which may have been pierced.  
No stretchers of any kind.  Any excessive jewellery i.e. bracelets, will be confiscated by a teacher 
and dealt with according to the ‘Confiscation of Property’ policy.  If a student has an item of 
jewellery that they value, it should not be bought into school as it will not be covered by our 
insurance. 

 

Students will not be permitted around the school site in incorrect uniform, so can I please therefore ask 
that you look through our uniform expectations carefully, and ensure you send your child to school in the 
correct uniform, with the correct equipment, to avoid any loss of learning time on their part.  Please note 
that students are not allowed to wear any facial or other piercings.  To this end, if your child seeks to have a 
nose piercing or other, this needs to be done at the start of the summer holidays, so it is healed and able to 
be removed in time for September.  Likewise, any nail accessories should be done early in the holiday, 
ready to then be taken off in time for the new academic year. 
  

A reminder that all students should be on site for 8.20am. at the latest, so they can move to their rooms for 
the first lesson at 8.25am, on the warning bell. 
 

As always, if you require any support in these areas, do please get in touch with the school, and always 
communicate with us if there is any genuine reason why your child does not meet our standards on a 
particular day. 
 

Finally, all that remains is to wish you a peaceful, relaxing and safe summer break.  We look forward to 
welcoming you all back in the new academic year. 
 

Kind regards 
 

  

 

 
Julian Morgan 
Principal 


