
         

PE at Devizes School 
 

 

 
Things have been a little different in PE this year.  We started in September doing our summer activities, 
which was very different in itself.  Thankfully, the weather was very kind to us.   We manged a week of 
Sports Days, all Covid safe and in year groups, and it was great to see the students competing in 4 athletic 
events.   
 
In November, we had each PE class tackling a 1 mile run for Remembrance Day.  We raised hundreds of 
pounds for the Royal British Legion, and it was humbling to see the efforts of so many students and the PE 
staff, who ran every mile with each class.   
 
We have also been doing after school clubs, since September and get large number of students, especially 
year 7 attending.  This has been fantastic as most schools in Wiltshire have done very little after school 
clubs, especially during this most recent lockdown.   
 
All of this has been happening whilst trying to sanitise the students and the equipment, before and after 
every lesson.  And now we have produced "Joe Wicks" style fitness videos for you to complete if you are 
having to self-isolate.  Check our new PE channel with all the 
videos https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/50414fd5-acb3-4d24-8108-e3f3859521de.  
 
But we couldn't have achieved any of this without the amazing efforts of the students and the staff.  We all 
know the enormous benefits of physical activity, so please stay active over Christmas and enjoy a well-
earned rest. 
Ali Beck 
Head of Faculty for PE and Health 
 

 

https://web.microsoftstream.com/channel/50414fd5-acb3-4d24-8108-e3f3859521de


Sports Academy 

COVID has knocked many things from their usual routines, unfortunately the Sports Academy sessions on a 
Friday morning with Zoe Buckland was one of these. 
  
However, showing some resilience, online sessions have been taken place every week since our return in 
September.  Students across all year groups have been participating from within their gardens, living 
rooms and even garages - emailing in their efforts with a picture!  
  
It has been a huge positive for Mr Richardson still seeing the Academy demonstrating the outstanding 
attitude and dedication to ensuring their pursuit of excellence continues. We have even been able to 
induct a further six new faces into the group since September and cannot wait to get them involved face to 
face.  
  
Mr Richardson would like to say a huge THANK YOU to Zoe for creating the weekly strength and 
conditioning sessions and to the 22 students regularly participating week on week. Keep up the hard work. 
It can only be a positive benefit to you all!  
 

 
 

The Devizes Games 
 
 

 
  
Year 8 and 9 have been competing in weekly challenges since the September in their tutor groups, in the 
pursuit of being crowned the Devizes Games champions!  
 A number of challenges have been set by Mr Richardson which involve a variety of different skill sets. The 
competition is really hotting up, with just 0.5 points between 1st and 2nd place. Showing artistic flair, 
creating Postcards illustrating the school values saw 9MTT win. Other challenges have included: highest 
tutor attendance (8AYA), bottle flipping (9MTT), nothing but net (8CXD), identifying items whilst 
blindfolded (TBC) and coin throwing (8GXT). Current results are:  



 

 
 
 

Future Olympian?  
 
Y10 student, Annabel T has maintained her BMX training during the COVID-19 lockdown. After restrictions 
were lifted in summer, Annabel trained with the men which enabled her to progress with her top speed 
and mastering gate speeds.  
Due to regional and national races being cancelled due to lockdown, club times were taken into 
consideration for the socially distanced regional finals - which Annabel easily qualified for. The Deep South 
Regional Finals took place in October where all the girls raced together (13-18+) in 4 races.  
Annabel (aged 14) won 3 out of 4 races, beating the British number 1.  She has now qualified for the South 
Regional Championships (postponed due to lockdown).  
Due to her outstanding performances, Annabel was asked to join the National School of Riding for an 
online training session (the level below the GB Cycling Team and includes x2 current world champions from 
x2 different age groups). 
A huge achievement. Well done Annabel!  
 
 

 
  

 



Remembrance 

This year, our school marked Armistice Day once again in a formal fashion, building on the success of 

previous years to give the students a real feel for how the nation marks the day. The idea was to have our 

own version of the sort of ceremony that is carried out across the country on Remembrance Sunday 

(normally at the town’s war memorial). 

Usually, students and staff would meet for a service on the quad for a whole school remembrance service 

just before 11am, but due to Covid, it was not possible this year.  However, the Global Studies Faculty 

treated us to amazing virtual assemblies, ending in a whole school silence at 11am.  Students planted 

poppies on the quad and all year groups jogged or walked a mile for a donation of £1 during PE lessons 

throughout the week. 

As a school we remembered them. 

Devizes Sixth Form tutor group 13AAB completing their Remembrance walk below. 

 

 

Congratulations Mrs Stevens 

 

 

 

Congratulations to Mrs Stevens who, in October celebrated 30 years of 

teaching at Devizes School. 

You deserve a medal Miss, (and those flowers obviously).  

 

                                             

 

 

 



 

New Head Students at Devizes Sixth Form 

 

Congratulations to new Sixth Form head students, Asha, Alex, Ella, 

Joe (Devizes Campus) and Katherine and Ewan (Lavington 

Campus). 

These students will represent Devizes Sixth Form in many ways 

across the academic year. 

They began very well by presenting at our first Sixth Form Virtual 

Open Evening in November. Head of Sixth, Miss Dale would like to 

thank them for their outstanding contribution to this event, it 

couldn’t have been done without them. 

 

For more information on our excellent Sixth Form, and to watch 

our virtual event please go to; 

https://www.devizesschool.co.uk/sixth-form/admissions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Sixth Form Fundraising for Children in Need  

 

 

 

On Friday 13th November, students from Sixth Form braved the 

elements by coming to school dressed in pyjamas and onesies for 

Children in Need. 

Throughout the day they contributed to a collection that raised a 

total of £82.50 for the charity. 

Much appreciated by Pudsey!  

 

 

 

 



 

Devizes Sixth Form Food Bank                                                

Devizes Sixth Form students have helped the local community this year by volunteering their time to pack 

food boxes. Around 50 student volunteers spent six hours of their own time after school packing Christmas 

food boxes after being approached by the Devizes Food Bank charity, The Trussell Trust. 

A great way for students to gain valuable experience assisting a local charity in particularly difficult times 

due to the Covid pandemic. 

The Trussell Trust’s food bank network brings together volunteers, staff and supporters to make a 

difference. Local churches play a vital part in this work, with around 12,000 churches actively involved in 

donating food, and providing venues, volunteers and financial support for food banks. 

Our brilliant students have been pleased to make a difference in the community by helping the charity this 

Christmas.  

 

 

Thank you to Ball Aerosol 

 

 

 

A huge thank you to Ball Aerosol 

Packaging Ltd, Devizes who donated 

boxes of hand sanitiser to the school in 

October.  

Helping to keep us safe during the 

pandemic. 

They got a thumbs up from Sixth Form! 

 



 

 

Rainbow Day 

 

 

 

Students wore rainbow colours on Friday 20th November to show their support for the LGBT+ Community. 

Donations of £1 per student (and staff) will go to the Stonewall Charity. 

Thanks to Miss Luscombe for all her hard work organising the day and for a great virtual assembly. 

 

Goodbye Mr Burgan 

We said goodbye to Mr Burgan on December 4th, who left us to teach Science at Peak Academy in 

Gloucestershire. Mr Burgan joined our team of classroom managers in September 2018 and has assisted 

with many school trips including skiing in Italy and trips to France.   

You will be missed Mr Burgan, by both staff and students. 

 



 

 

Thank you Morrisons 

 

Our thanks to Morrisons, Devizes for their 

gift of goodies for staff. 

They are donating hampers to local key 

workers as a thank you for their work during 

the current pandemic. 

Much appreciated. 

                           

                            

 

 

 Year 7 Christmas Card Competition      

 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 were asked to create a design for our 

2020 school Christmas card. 

The winning design was by Madison, and has 

already been produced by our print room and 

sent out to the people on our Christmas list! 

A great design. Madison won a copy of the 

printed card and a box of chocolates. 

 

                                

 

 

 



 

 

Year 7, the journey so far… 

 

 

 

 

We welcomed Year 7 students on 

September 3rd. It seems such a long 

time ago doesn’t it?  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Everyone had a new school photograph. 

Smile please! 

 

 



 

For the first time EVER, students were allowed on the quad at break and lunchtimes! We also got them 

lined up and registered outside to enable social distancing. 

What a great sight from the science block roof. 

 

 

 

 

Year 7 were given rewards for attendance 

and effort when they received a ‘Golden 

ticket’ in October. They enjoyed cupcakes at 

break…… and pizza for lunch. 

 

 

 

 

  



                  

 

 

Lunchtimes spent outside and in, 

catching up on work and playing games. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Guess Who, always popular…     

  

 

 

 

 

 

                      

In Global Studies, students made castles. In fact, they 

were some of the best we have ever seen.  

Look at this amazing creation, well done Matthew 

(left).   

 

 

                                           

              



 

                                                               

 

 

On November 11th, Year 7 experienced their first virtual remembrance services. They planted poppies and 

during their PE lessons ran a mile with donations made to the Royal British Legion. 

 

 

 

 

 

It was great to see so many Year 7 students dressing in 

bright colours for Rainbow Day on November 20th. 

Donations were made to the Stonewall charity. 

 

                                     

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

It’s been an unusual start for you all Year 7, but you’ve made Miss Snelson and Mrs Gough proud! 

 

Goodbye Mr Woodman 

 

 

 

 
We say goodbye to Mr Woodman at the end of term. Many will have had DT 

lessons with Mr Woodman who has been at Devizes School for 19 years. 

Good luck, we shall miss you. Enjoy your retirement! 

 

 

Hello Miss Dunphy 

Welcome to Miss Dunphy from the White Horse Federation who joined the school in November as Associate 

Principal.   

Congratulations Mr Traylor 

We are very pleased to announce that Mr Traylor will now be the Head of Year 8.  

Congratulations to him, a great addition to the team. 

 



Year 11 Mock Results 

 

Year 11 received mock exam results in early December.  Congratulations go to the students photographed 

below, a selection of the top 20 students who have progressed most in school.  All congratulated by Mrs 

Mackay and Mr Fiddament.   

Two names were randomly drawn to win £10 Amazon vouchers. Well done to Jodie and Adithya who won 

these. 

Keep up the great work, your future is looking very bright! 

The top twenty are;   

Zac, Fiona, Shannon, Jodie, Kieran, Jake, Tristan, Adithya, Lily, Joshua, Camilla, Lucy, Harry, Alice, Jenna, 

Joshua, Louisa, Nalani, Mia and Kiera. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 



Support and Information from the Safeguarding Lead  

In early December, Mrs Robinson, the Designated Safeguarding Lead at Devizes School delivered, as part of 

her school role, an assembly to all Year 8-11 students about drugs and criminal exploitation. She explained to 

students about the risks of county lines.  

Students were also told how they could anonymously report any concerns they may have either in or outside of 

school, on subjects including child exploitation and online protection.  

Student voice has shown that many students found the information in this assembly useful and it increased their 

awareness of how criminal activities can affect young people. Further workshops and activities will be taking 

place in January to follow up on these issues. 

 

 

For support in school, parents can contact Mrs Amy Robinson, Safeguarding Lead by email on; 

arobinson@devizes.wilts.sch.uk Or call MASH on 0300 456 0108. 

If you need help and support over the Christmas period especially as a result of the Coronavirus you 

can contact https://www.healthwatchwiltshire.co.uk/advice-and-information/2020-12-07/community-support-

during-coronavirus-outbreak   

The Devizes Foodbank can also be contacted on;  
https://devizesdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/ 
Visit us on Facebook: @devizesdistrictfoodbank 

mailto:arobinson@devizes.wilts.sch.uk
https://www.healthwatchwiltshire.co.uk/advice-and-information/2020-12-07/community-support-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://www.healthwatchwiltshire.co.uk/advice-and-information/2020-12-07/community-support-during-coronavirus-outbreak
https://devizesdistrict.foodbank.org.uk/
https://www.facebook.com/devizesdistrictfoodbank/


 

Other support is available from a variety of places: 

Wiltshire Wellbeing Hub - Wiltshire Council's hub is available to anyone who is 
struggling during this difficult time, such as people who are identified as clinically 
extremely vulnerable or self-isolating and don’t have a support network around them or 
know where to get help. 

The hub is open 9am to 5pm Monday to 
Friday. Email wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk or call 0300 003 4576. 

Community Pack - Wiltshire Council has updated its Community Pack to support you 

and your community during the outbreak.  

The new pack includes information and advice on issues such as: 

• The current restrictions, self-isolating and health advice 

• How to access a Covid-19 test and the test and trace scheme 

• What communities can do to support themselves 

• Local support available 

• Support for businesses. 

Community Groups Directory - Wiltshire Council has produced a directory of 

community volunteer groups that have been set up throughout the county. 

The directory provides a list of more than 100 groups which have been set up largely by 
volunteers to support their fellow residents, vulnerable neighbours and family during the 
outbreak. 
 

 

 

mailto:wellbeinghub@wiltshire.gov.uk
http://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-health-coronavirus#community-pack
https://www.wiltshire.gov.uk/public-health-coronavirus#directory


Year 10 Yule Logs 

Year 10 have been getting into the Christmas Spirit making Yule Logs in hospitality and catering lessons…yum!  

 

 

 

Year 7 Messages 

 

 

 

Jessie and Caden are just two of the Year 7 

students who designed cards and wrote lovely 

messages to those in a local care home. These 

are for residents who won’t be able to see family 

at Christmas. 

We’re sure this will help make their Christmases 

a bit more special. 

 

                                        

                   

                                       



Year 9 Awards 

 

Mr Richardson, Head of Year 9, gave the six students above ‘Pride of Tutor’ awards this week. They 

included awards for tremendous and consistent effort and being polite, helpful and courteous in school.  

A great effort by all.  

The next Year 9 awards will be just before Easter. 

 

It’s been a year like no other, we would like to wish everyone a very Happy 

Christmas, we look forward to seeing you all in 2021. 

Term 3 starts Monday 4th January, this will be week 1 on timetables. 

 

 

Don’t forget to follow us on twitter @DevizesSchool for regular school news and updates.  

                             https://twitter.com/DevizesSchool              

#beingDevizes  

https://twitter.com/DevizesSchool

