
 

 

 

End of Term Newsletter     December 2021      

 
End of Term Message 

 

 
As we approach the end of another term and 
year, it is always a good time to look back as 
well as forward. 
Being back to some kind of normality in lessons 
and out of bubbles has been simply wonderful.  
Students returned after the summer break with 
a real zest for learning and I want to praise 
them for the way they have readjusted and 
handled themselves over the first two terms.  It 
is an absolute privilege to teach and work with 
such fabulous young people. 

I also have to thank the staff who have been simply amazing.  Their fortitude 
has been inspirational. 
 
Covid continues to present us with many challenges and keeps us on our toes.  
We have had to remain flexible with our planning and I am certain that this will 
continue to be the case well into the New Year. 
 
A highlight of the first two terms, must be having the students back in school, 
enjoying being in class and learning alongside their friends.  You can read about 
all the activities that have gone on in school so far, this academic year, despite 
the constant presence of Covid, in the following 
newsletter. 
 
Miss S Marshall 
Associate Principal 
 



Christmas Card Competition   

Amazing entries for our Christmas card competition 

from Year 7 students. All designs brilliant, however 

there could only be one winner.  

Congratulations to Izzi in 7CLC whose design, Miss 

Marshall chose as our 2021 official school Christmas 

card. 

 

September brought us new students 

It’s always great to welcome new students to our school, this September we had 

brilliant groups of Year 7 and 12 who are settling in nicely. Wonderful to see so 

many Year 11 students return to study with us again in 6th Form, and a huge 

amount of Year 7 have joined us from local primary schools. 

Thanks to Mrs Carter who stepped up as Year 7 Raising Achievement Leader, 

and is doing a great job while Miss Snelson is away on maternity leave. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 11 – the final photo! 

One of the first things most of our students do in the new academic year is have 

a school photo taken. Year 11 students are in their final and most important 

year.  To mark this event, they have a leaver’s group photo.  

Thanks to Tempest Photography, great weather, and fantastic shots of the year 

group. 

 

Wedding Congratulations 

Our congratulations to our 

fab Geography teacher, Miss 

Honor who was married 

during the summer holidays 

and is now Mrs Chalker.  

 

 

 

 

 



PE Update 

Huge disappointment in that COVID bit back and caused a large number of 
cancellations to fixtures.  
 
However, the Year 10s 
eagerly returned in 
the County Cup 
Quarter Final vs St 
Laurence and did not 
disappoint! Every 
player played with 
pride and 
sportsmanship with 
try's coming from: 
Rhys W (x1) / Max S 
(x3) / Harry D (x3) / and Charlie W (x1) and successful conversions from Reuben 
H (C) and Harry N - Running out 54-0 winners and moving into the Semi-Final!  
 
The excitement levels for the Year 7s in their National Cup (Round 2) fixture vs 
Melksham Oak shows just how important extra-curricular clubs are to our 
pupils. With x18 players waiting to represent Devizes School, it was going to be 
difficult to juggle referring and coaching - Year 9 captain Lacey C-H volunteered 
to help-out and coach from the side-lines. The game started well, Nicola J 
dribbling through the entire team and smashing the ball into the net (after 
around 15 seconds). Devizes then dominated possession but struggled to get 
into shooting positions. Isla M (C) managed to break through 1on1, but the 
keeper made a terrific save. Layla P then curled one just wide of the top corner. 
Just before half time, Melksham made a defensive error and Nicola J was there 
again to put us 2-0 up. Melksham came back in the second half, managed to 
score a goal at the back post (Devizes being a little bit relaxed with their 
marking) and then they hit the post. However, captain Isla M to the rescue and 
smashed the ball past the keeper into the bottom corner (3-1). The whole squad 
were fantastic and I am looking forward to our Round 3 fixture (at home to St 
Peters (from Gloucester) in the next x2 weeks). A special mention to the Player 
of The Match jointly awarded to Autumn F and Charlie S for their consistent play 
/ positions throughout the entire match - without them in the team - the result 
would have been very different. 
Mr G Richardson 
Raising Achievement Leader: Year 10 / PE Teacher 



Twitter Gallery, why not follow us @DevizesSchool 
    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

                                       

                      

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

Well done to Mrs Carter who raised 

loads of cash while running the 

London marathon in October. 

She leaves us at Christmas for 

pastures new, and will be very 

much missed by all.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Remembrance Day 

“They shall grow not old, as we that are 

left grow old: 

Age shall not weary them, nor the years 

condemn. 

At the going down of the sun and in the 

morning 

We will remember them.” 

On Remembrance Day we joined the rest of the country in remembering those 

who have fallen in war, observing two minutes of silence. 

This year we held a smaller event due to covid 

restrictions. The remembrance event is a very 

important date in our school calendar and 

although we needed to adapt due to COVID 

numbers in schools, we will always keep our 

promise to "remember" at Devizes School. We 

were disappointed not to be able to invite 

outside visitors into the school as normal but we 

have ensured that all students were able to 

engage and join in the event in an adapted way. 

One tutor group represented each year group and joined other staff on the 

quad for the remembrance ceremony itself following on from assemblies held 

online. All students watched the live ceremony online with their tutor groups.  

Remembrance Day falls every year 

on the 11th of November, the date 

in which the armistice was signed in 

1918 to signify the end of World 

War One. 

On Remembrance Day, we 

remembered the sacrifices made by 

the armed forces community from 

Britain and the Commonwealth, the 

special contribution of families and 



of the emergency services, and the innocent civilians who have lost their lives in 

conflict. 

This year marks 100 years since the nation’s collective Remembrance traditions 

were first brought together. 

We believe in showing the utmost respect for all of those who have given their 

lives in wars. Remembering the fallen in war helps pupils to recognise the 

human cost of conflict and the importance of peace. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Cross Country results November 2021 
 
A fantastic day for the cross country held at Marlborough College on Thursday 
18th November. The next round is in January at Sheldon School.  Athletes will 
find out in the next few weeks if they qualify.   

 
Y7 Girls - Cecily S finished 4th and Crystal H 
Finished 11th. 
Y7 Boys - Jack H 4th place and Elliot S 6th 
Y8&9 Girls - Matilda W 3rd, Elsie B 9th, Ella 
M 13th, Molly injured. 
Y8&9 Boys - Author HH 5th, Ryan R 23rd, 
Callum M injured. Kieran P ran an 
interesting route due to marshalling 
confusion but will still represent the school 
in the next round. 
Y10&11 Boys - Josh B 1st, Riley H 4th and 
Harry D injured. 

Picture of Josh B winning the Year 10 & 11 boys’ race. 
 

End of Term Goodbyes 

A few members of staff have left us since September. 

Site staff, Mr Notley & Miss Genever. 

Exam Invigilators, Mrs Reay, Mrs Weisskopf. 

Science Technician, Mrs Carpenter. 

Classroom Manager, Miss Berry. 

LRC Assistant, Mrs Yates. 

Pastoral Support Y7, Mrs Burgess. 

Leaving us at the end of term are, 

Mrs Carter – Teacher of History and current Year 7 RAL. 

Mrs Scudamore – RS teacher. 

Mrs Longland – Science teacher. 

Good luck to all and our best wishes for the future. 



Rainbow Day 

On Friday 19th November, students and staff wore 

bright colours for Rainbow Day. We showed our 

support and solidarity with our LGBT+ students, 

illustrating our ethos of inclusion and equality. 

Miss Luscombe presented a great virtual assembly and 

collections were made for the Stonewall charity. 

A great day, supported very well by our students. 

Don’t they look great?  

Thank you to Miss Luscombe for coordinating the day, didn’t she look sparkly! 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Spelling Bee    

We had a superb week of spelling competitions at the end of November, the Devizes 

School Spelling Bee! Teams representing each tutor group in Year 7 to 9 fought for the title, 

the winner’s cup (and the chocolate) during lunchtime heats in the LRC across the week. 

We had winners from each year group who then went on to challenge staff in a grand final 

on the Thursday. 

Here are the results…    

 

 

 

 

Year 7 Emmeline won in Monday. Sadly, her 

partner couldn’t make it so she went on 

and won by herself!  

Brilliant. 7MXC. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

On Tuesday Lily and Freddie won 

representing 8MYR.  

Well done to them. 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

On Wednesday, it was the turn of 

Year 9. This year group were the 

highest scorers of the week. 9ERG 

shown here, didn’t drop a point! 

Amazing students. Great job, Sam 

and Eli. 

 

 

 

And the ultimate Spelling Bee Champions were……. 

It was very close, the final results are;  

3rd 8MYR - 12 points 

2nd 9ERG & Staff team 2 - 13 points 

1st Staff team 1 – 18 points, Mrs Ross, and Mrs Cunningham! Amazing result. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Year 7 Charlie, a baking hero! 

 

 

Charlie from 7CLC has been an absolute 

star and raised cash for a dementia 

charity in memory of his Grandad. 

The full story can be read below, 

courtesy of the Wiltshire Gazette & 

Herald. 

What a great achievement, we are very 

proud. 

 

 

https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19736302.charlies-bakes-help-raise-350/  

 

Dyslexia Awareness Week – October 2021 

Congratulations to the Dyslexia Awareness Week, 

design a poster competition winners, Elsie, Bella 

and Lucy. Very well deserved. Thanks to the 

students who judged, Oscar, Grace and Emma. 

All Devizes School 

Stars!    

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19736302.charlies-bakes-help-raise-350/


Devizes School Open Evening 

On Thursday 23rd September, we opened our doors for our annual open 

evening. It was great to see visitors in person again this year, the event was very 

well attended. 

Huge thanks to the staff and our student helpers, this event couldn’t take place 

without you. 

Here’s a little snippet of what we 

are all about…. #beingDevizes 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 



 

Covid Testing Reminder 

Could we emphasise the importance of 

completing a Lateral Flow Test twice 

weekly, 3-5 days apart and recording 

the results. We suggest every Sunday 

and Wednesday evening. This should 

be the case for staff and students and 

should be part of your weekly routine. 

Could students also continue to wear 

face coverings in communal areas until 

further notice. 

 

 

Amazing Izzy! 

Devizes 6th Form and performing arts 

student, Izzy is heading for stardom 

after beating hundreds of rivals to win 

a place at the prestigious West End 

Calling competition. 

What an amazing achievement 

getting to the finals, we have no 

doubt she will do well when she 

returns to the stage later in 

December. 

Her story can be read below. Article (and photo supplied) courtesy of the 

Wiltshire Gazette & Herald. 

https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19711702.west-end-calling-izzy/ 

 

 

 

 

https://www.gazetteandherald.co.uk/news/19711702.west-end-calling-izzy/


Exciting Times in the LRC 

Hello! I am Mrs Feeney and I’m the new School 

Librarian/Learning Resource Centre Manager at 

Devizes School. I have absolutely loved my first term 

at Devizes, and meeting all the staff and students.  

My role means I’m uniquely placed to act as a link 

between teachers and students, to help with 

research, assist with accessing resources and 

information, and support literacy skills across the 

whole school. Reading for pleasure has a huge impact 

on academic attainment, so I’ve been getting lots of 

new books to give our students a wide range of 

reading choice. I’ve also started making the Library a more cosy, comfortable 

environment by getting some lovely soft furnishing, lighting, and creating little 

nooks to snuggle down in with a book. 

I’ve had a busy term, kicking off with Library inductions for years 7-9, where I’ve 

introduced students to the LRC and how it’s arranged. Towards the beginning of 

October, it was Libraries Week, and National Poetry Day. I had poetry books out 

on all the tables in the LRC for students to browse, and live poetry readings at 

break and lunch time, which some enjoyed so much that they asked for it to be 

a regular occurrence.  

For World Mental Health Day, I co-ordinated #Take10ToRead, where the whole 

school read for 10 minutes to provide a calm interlude in the morning. October 

was International School Library Month, and Black History Month, so we 

celebrated some amazing Black authors and book characters. During most break 

and lunchtimes, our Library is not a silent 

space, and I encourage a healthy level of 

productive noise. We’ve got lots of board 

games on our coffee tables for students who 

don’t have homework to complete, and 

school work can be done in groups at the 

tables and computers. To balance social time 

with more studious requirements, and to 

cater to all our students’ needs, I’ve 

introduced ‘Quiet Time’, where twice a week 



at lunchtime we have silent reading or study 

which enables students to read a book or 

complete research or school work within a more 

focussed, quiet space.  

I’ve recruited some wonderful student Reading 

Ambassadors with the help of Mrs Robinson, 

and they have been hard at work organising a 

cake sale to raise money for Book Trust and our 

own LRC. They’ve also been hard at work 

processing lots of orders so we can get new 

books on the shelves quickly!  

The LRC hosted the Devizes School Spelling Bee, which saw years 7, 8, and 9 

battle it out against staff and 6th Form students, and after that, Christmas came 

early to the LRC, with students helping to repurpose pre-loved books into 

decorations, and transform the Library into a glittering winter wonderland. I set 

up a post box, so students could write to LRC Santa and ask for presents for the 

Library – anything from new books, to a full Library re-design were requested, 

so let’s hope Santa is feeling generous this year, we have been very good, after 

all!  

At the start of the school year, I teamed up with Mrs Daltrey-Hurt to set up a 

Staff and 6TH Form Book Club. The response from students and staff was so 

positive, and we have all been reading our chosen book for this half term, which 

is We Have Always Lived In The Castle, by Shirley Jackson. We will be having our 

first official gathering to discuss the book alongside a mince pie or two, in the 

last week of term. I hope to run Book Clubs for other year groups, too, as well as 

a Creative Writing Club, so January will see those start to take place. 

It’s been a real privilege to work with such lovely staff and students within such 

a wonderful school, and I can’t wait for what 

the new year will bring. 

To follow us on twitter, go to 

https://twitter.com/Devizes_LRC 

Wishing you all happy holidays.                              

Mrs Z. Feeney 

https://twitter.com/Devizes_LRC


Duke of Edinburgh Bronze Expedition 

In term 1, 16 year 10 students completed their 
Bronze DofE expedition. For their practice in 
Avebury, we had constant torrential rain and 
strong winds. The students were fantastic and 
kept their spirits up throughout the expedition. 
They then came back to school to practice camp 
skills, including cooking meals on the quad and 
pitching tents in the Middle School Hall! 

Luckily, the weather for the final expedition was much kinder. Students walked 
and camped in Savernake Forest. They worked towards aims and completed a 
presentation at the end to demonstrate what they had learned on expedition. 
The teamwork and leadership skills from the groups were exceptional and 
several them are going on to complete their Silver DofE next year. 
Miss H Cole 
OAA Coordinator 



Careers Afternoon 

Students in Year 10 and 11 spent an 

afternoon taking part in various activities 

to support their future plans, and become 

better informed about their options after 

Year 11. 

Both year groups completed a quiz to find 

out what kind of person they are and 

therefore what careers or industry may 

suit them. Visitors from the 

apprenticeships team at Swindon College, the college team at New College and 

the 6th Form Team at Melksham Oak visited to help students find out more 

about the three main provider 

options available when they 

leave school. 

Students visited 6th Form and 

spoke with current 6th form 

students about what it is really 

like to study in Year 12 and 13, 

they also listened to Bath 

University staff who presented 

on what it is like to go to Uni.  

Mrs Edwards presented 

disadvantage and perceptions of 

Uni and we welcomed back our 

head girl from last year, Asha 

Huggins, who talked about her 

first week at Uni in Bristol.  

Feedback from students has 

been amazing, many of them 

found it a very useful experience. 

 

 



Eco Alliance Club 

Hello, we are the Eco Alliance, a quite new club 

committed to helping the planet and making 

our school eco-friendlier. Currently, we are working towards 

getting the school a prestigious Green Schools award; to do 

this we have to act upon three topics of our choice, we have 

chosen biodiversity, waste management and healthy living. If 

you want to get involved or have any questions about what 

we do please come to one of our meetings, in B19 

(Geography block) from 3-4 on Wednesdays or ask Mrs Chalker.  

We hope you have a great holiday and are looking forward to hopefully seeing 

some of you soon! 

Eisteddfod Success 

Once again, Year 12 Izzy has shown us all she has real 

musical talent, by winning the ‘Musical Theatre Young 

Artist of the Year’ category at the Devizes Eisteddfod 

on December 4th. 

Read about it in the article below. Article and photo, 

courtesy of the Devizes Eisteddfod charity. 

Proud school Izzy!  

https://www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk/young-

musical-theatre-page/ 

Return to school in January 

From 4th January we will be delivering Covid testing as required under 

government guidance. Therefore, students will return as follows: 

https://www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk/young-musical-theatre-page/
https://www.devizes-eisteddfod.org.uk/young-musical-theatre-page/

