
 

Devizes Sixth Form Covid Contextual UCAS statement September 2020 

Devizes School and Sixth Form closed from March 23rd, following 

government guidelines. Teachers were required to upload online work and 

resources for students for remote learning.  The work set by teachers 

continued to follow the subject specifications and primarily consisted of 

independent note taking and retrieval style tasks to check students’ 

understanding.  No live teaching took place until 22nd June due to safeguarding concerns around 

webcam usage; from then on, students were able to access live Teams lessons with full audio, 

although their webcams were disabled in line with our Academy Trust safeguarding guidance. Each 

subject was required, where possible, to conduct at least one live lesson each week for students via 

Teams to support their understanding (alongside remote learning being set as per the ‘normal’ 

school timetable). Y12 Exams were also scheduled to happen during lockdown and these went 

ahead but were obviously not completed in classroom controlled conditions but rather at home with 

clear instructions to parents and students about setting up exam conditions remotely. These exam 

results were submitted via a data collection and subject staff used them alongside all relevant 

evidence to date to submit a progress grade during Term 5 of year 12.   

On the 15th June 2020, current Y13 (then Y12,) students returned to school in bubbles of 10-12 

individuals for a single day each week until the end of the term. This allowed for the delivery of our 

pastoral recovery curriculum and wellbeing support. Bubbles were led by 6th Form tutors and 

students had half of the day in school to complete academic work under supervision.) Remote work 

continued to be set by individual teachers during the rest of each week, following subject exam 

specifications; this work primarily consisted of independent note taking and retrieval style tasks to 

check students’ understanding. Subject teachers were instructed to complete their courses as they 

would do during a ‘normal’ year in case individual students wanted to access resits this autumn. Live 

lessons on Teams also continued during this time in all subject areas unless a member of staff was 

unwell.  

Throughout lockdown, students were required to be self-motivated and self-regulating and the 

majority of current Y13 did engage with lessons and support throughout. Understandably however, 

some did struggle for a variety of reasons, including practical issues with wifi access. A minority of 

individuals did not engage in remote learning, virtual lessons or support offered by the pastoral 

team and tutors. This has had an impact on their progress to date. We have also seen a significant 

rise in concerns over the mental and emotional wellbeing of our 6th Form students, particularly for 

our brightest and most conscientious students. We have actioned support packages including 

CAMHS workers, community services and internal pastoral specialists where necessary and continue 

to support these individuals on a daily or weekly basis. This will hopefully reduce any impact on 

academic progress but may not entirely reverse it in some individual cases. 

 This academic year, both Y12 and 13 were in school full time for the first few weeks of term 

following the normal programme of lessons, daily tutorials and virtual enrichment activities. 

Students shielding or unwell have been provided with work as close to that happening in lessons as 

possible. From 17th September, Y13 have been studying at home for their independent lessons and 

only coming into school for their subject lessons. This will reverse next term with Y13 then being in 

full time and Y12 for lessons only to reduce numbers in the 6th Form block and we will follow this 

termly pattern for now.  However, if our ongoing rick assessment process deems it safe to have both 

Year Groups in full time, we will adjust our routines accordingly.  


