


      
DEVIZES SCHOOL SIXTH FORM 

 
PRESENTATION EVENING 

 

 The photograph shows recipients of cups and awards with guest 
speaker Mr Andrei Cross. 

Devizes School Sixth Form celebrated their annual 
Presentation Evening on Tuesday16 December. 
 

Cups and awards recognising examination success 
and contributions to the school and wider          
community were presented by Mr Andrei Cross, 
who represented Barbados in the swimming pool at 
the Beijing Olympics.  Currently at Bath University, 
Andrei has fought back from a shoulder injury 
which kept him out of swimming for three years and 
he gave the audience of parents, invited guests and 
former students an inspiring insight into the        
importance of self-belief in attempting to achieve 
life goals. 
 

Amongst the awards was the Pat Rugg Prize for 
the Best A Level Results, presented to Jamie 
Holmes in recognition of his achievement in gaining 
4 A levels, 3 at A grade and 1 B grade, together 
with an additional 2 AS levels at B grade. 
 

The Kelly Rose Memorial Cup, remembering a   
former student, was presented to Paula-Jane     
Forrester, as a result of a students’ ballot, to       
recognise the student who gave most to the Sixth 
Form. 

Current students helped run the evening, providing lighting and sound, musical accompaniment and acting as         
compères.  After the presentation, the students, many of whom have just returned from their first term at university, had 
the opportunity to meet up with some of their former teachers and catch up with familiar faces. 
 
Mr G Evans - Head of Sixth Form 
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Sixth form praised 
The sixth form receives a great deal 
of praise from the inspectors,       
describing it as providing a “good 
quality of education”, and the                      
students as “confident, articulate and  
having well-developed social skills”. 
 

The inspection took place in early December. Five       
inspectors were in school for two days.  During their visit 
they observed many lessons, talked to lots of students, 
met with a good number of staff and governors and invited 
comments from parents via a questionnaire.  Their report 
is published on their website www.ofsted.gov.uk 

Further improvements already  
underway 
 
As always we remain focused on      
further improvements to the school and 
the report focuses on two areas       

already identified by our own 
‘outstanding’ self-evaluation. In order to improve    
further the progress of some students in KS4 we are 
already introducing new courses to offer even better 
choices at GCSE level over the next two years.  With 
our “outstanding capacity to improve” we look forward 
to the challenge! 
 
Malcolm Irons  -  Headteacher 

“Participation rates for the 
extremely wide range and  
variety of extra-curricular 
activities are very high.” 

“The provision to promote 
healthy lifestyles, particularly 
through out-of school  
activities is exemplary...” 

“Relationships between  
teachers and students are 
good and are built upon mutual 
respect.” 

 



I am Martin Schorah, a Parent Governor. I thought you may like to know a bit more about the role of a Governor 
and what sort of things a Parent Governor does. 
 

Being a Governor was something I had thought about when my children were at Wansdyke School, but the   
opportunity never arose. I was quite daunted by being a Governor at a large Comprehensive School but      
nevertheless submitted my ‘C.V.’ which was circulated to parents of the school. I was very pleased to be 
elected and soon found myself meeting Mr Irons in his office with the then Chair of Governors Anne Taylor.  
Mr Irons and Mrs Taylor were very welcoming and we had a chat about the various committees which         
Governors sit on. Due to my occupation I had to steer away from Discipline and Welfare committees, instead 
taking up a vacant post within the Premises Committee. 
 

The great thing about the various committees is they offer a variety of topics which capture most people’s     
interest but also they meet at different times, e.g. the Premises Committee meet every 6 weeks on a Tuesday 
morning. This fitted in well for me as I was a shift worker. Now I work Monday to Friday and so have moved to 
the Curriculum Committee as they meet every 6 weeks at 6pm, so I can match this with my work commitments. 
 

The Premises Committee gave me a real insight into the amount of work and money which goes into running a 
large school. There may be a ‘wish-list’ but reality says we must decide on where to spend the money. Mr Irons 
and the Bursar, Mrs Eaves are on hand for professional advice, but it’s quite a responsibility to decide on     
priorities. Sometimes these decisions are deferred to bring to the Full Governing Board meeting. This is where 
all the various Governors from the different committees meet (again every 6 weeks) and bigger decisions are 
made. 
 

While on The Premises Committee I had to accompany staff on a Health and Safety inspection. While not    
professionally trained, I just used common sense to decide what I thought did not seem right. Having not      
attended Devizes School this was my first real chance to tour the buildings. It was very satisfying and           
reassuring to see that not only is Devizes School a safe place to learn and teach but also the staff and pupils 
were very polite to me when I entered each classroom.  
 

In 2007 I sat on a panel of three Governors to listen to an appeal. This was very challenging despite having  
professional advice from qualified staff from County Hall. We had the opportunity to interview members of staff 
and then to deliberate and come up with a reasoned outcome. I felt very privileged to have taken part in this 
process, which resulted in an honest transparent outcome. 
 

Devizes School and all its staff are really doing a great job. I am able to support them but without my role      
having any huge impact on my family or professional life. 
 
Mr M Schorah  -  Parent Governor 
 
A Parent Governor Election is currently under way.  Nominations should be returned to the Clerk by 
Wednesday 28th January. 
Mrs G Wheeler  -  Clerk to the Governing Body 
 

   Role of Parent Governor 

Year 7 sponsor a Guide Dog 
 
Thank you to all parents who helped Year 7 to raise funds in the very successful  
Christmas Table Top Sale. 
 

We raised £155 in total and will now be sponsoring our Guide Dog. 
 

The Year Group were enthusiastic and generous with their time in “staffing” the 
event.  They now want to sponsor more dogs and have great plans for the next fund raising event. 
 

An extra thank you to the parents who provided an excellent array of baked products which were purchased and 
consumed with relish by students and staff. 
 

Mrs J Smith - Year 7 Team Leader 












